Why Septic
Systems Fail Early

When a septic system starts failing, most homeowners assume the same thing: “The tank must be bad.” In
reality, the tank is not always the problem. Many septic systems fail years earlier than expected — not
because of neglect or misuse, but because of what's happening around and beneath the system. Soil
conditions, excavation decisions, and site layout play a much bigger role than most people realize. Here's
what causes early septic failure — and what homeowners can still do about it.

The Tank Isn't the Weak Point — The
Soil Is
A septic tank's job is fairly simple:
separate solids from liquids. The real
work happens after the tank, in the
drainfield and surrounding soil.
If the soil cant properly absorb and
filter wastewater, the entire system
struggles — no matter how new or well-
maintained the tank is.
Common soil-related issues include:
e Soil that drains too slowly (clay-
heavy soils)
» Soil that drains too quickly (sandy
or fractured soil)
¢ Shallow soil over bedrock
e Compacted soil from construction
equipment
When soil isn't a good match for the
system design, failure can happen
much sooner than expected.

Roots, Weight, and Surface Damage
Add Up
Even a properly designed system can
fail early if the area above it isn't
protected.
Common causes include:
Tree roots invading drain lines
Vehicles or equipment parked over
the drainfield
Storage  sheds, patios, or
landscaping added later
These issues restrict airflow, crush
pipes, and compact soill — slowly
degrading system performance over
time.

Questions About Your System?

Poor Drainfield Design Can Shorten a
System'’s Life

A drainfield isn't “one size fits all.” It must
be designed based on:

¢ Soil type

¢ Slope of the land

¢ Groundwater depth

¢ Household water usage
If a drainfield is undersized, improperly
spaced, or installed at the wrong depth,
wastewater may not have enough time
or space to filter naturally. Over time,
this leads to saturation, backups, or
drainfield failure.
This is one of the most common
reasons newer systems experience
problems.

Excavation and Grading Matter More

Than You Think

How the site is excavated and graded
during installation has long-term

Why “New"” Doesn’t Always Mean
“Safe”
It surprises many homeowners to learn
that septic systems can fail within 10-15
years if site conditions weren't
evaluated properly — even if the tank
itself is structurally sound.
A septic system is only as strong as:
¢ The soil beneath it
e The space around it
e The way water moves through the
property
If those factors werent addressed
during installation, problems may
surface long before expected.

If you've experienced recurring septic issues — or just want peace of mind — it

may be time for a professional evaluation.

Sim Sanitation can assess your septic system, and soil conditions, to help prevent

early failure and costly repairs.

Contact Sim Sanitation today to schedule an evaluation and protect your septic

system for the long run.

Call 661.823.8442 or Visit simsanitation.com

consequences.
Problems can arise when:
e Heavy equipment compacts soail

around the drainfield

e The site isn't graded to shed water
away from the system

e Trenches smear or seal soil
surfaces during digging

Compacted or sealed soil loses its
ability to absorb water — and once that
structure is damaged, it's difficult to
restore.

What Homeowners Can Do — Even
Years After Installation
The good news? You're not powerless,
even if your system is already in the
ground.
Homeowners can:
e Schedule regular inspections to
catch early warning signs
Adjust water usage to reduce
drainfield stress
Keep heavy equipment
vehicles off septic areas
Address surface drainage issues
before they impact the system
Have a professional evaluate
whether the system matches the
property conditions
Early action can significantly extend the
life of a septic system.
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