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Protect Your Septic System This
Fall: Tips for Homeowners

Fall means cooler days and prepping your home for the winter months ahead. While
you may not worry about flooding or heavy rainfall, your septic system still needs
attention this time of year—especially before the busy holiday season and colder

temperatures setin.

Whether you've lived here for years or you're
new to mountain living, taking care of your
septic system now can help prevent costly
issues later.

Dry Climate — Shifting Soil

Tehachapi's soil can be sandy, compacted,
or clay-heavy, depending on where you live.
After a long, dry summer, soil around your
tank and drainfield can shrink or shift slightly,
putting stress on your pipes or causing
uneven drainage.

Tip: Walk your yard and look for soft spots,
sinking areas, or exposed pipes near the tank
or drainfield. If you notice uneven ground,
have it inspected—small soil shifts can lead
to cracks or leaks if ignored.

Prepare for Holiday Water Use

Even if Tehachapi doesn’t see much rain,
your plumbing gets a workout during the
holidays. Extra guests mean extra laundry,
cooking, and showers—all of which send
more water through your septic system.

Tip: Have your tank inspected or pumped
before Thanksgiving to ensure it's ready for
the extra use. If your system hasn't been
pumped in 3-5 years, fall is the perfect time to
schedule service.

Keep Rootsin Check

Autumn is when many trees and shrubs push
their roots deeper in search of moisture.
Those roots can find and invade your septic
pipes or tank, especially if you've planted
near the drainfield.

Tip: Keep trees, especially willows and
poplars, at least 25 feet from your septic
system. If you suspect root intrusion, don't
wait—call a professional before they cause a
clog or crack.

Cover and Protect Your Drainfield

While Tehachapi winters are mild, cold nights
can still freeze shallow pipes or compact the
soil surface.

Tip: Let your grass grow a bit longer over the
drainfield to add natural insulation. Avoid
parking or storing heavy equipment in the
area, and don't cover it with concrete, gravel,
or tarps—your system needs to “breathe.”
Plan Your Maintenance Before the
Rush

Many homeowners forget about their septic
systems until something goes wrong. But by
then, repairs can be expensive and
disruptive.

Tip: Schedule a quick fall inspection. A
professional can check for leaks, inspect
baffles, and make sure your tank is
functioning efficiently before the holidays
arrive.

Soil and dry conditions make septic care
a little different than in wetter climates—
but the same rule applies everywhere:
preventive care pays off.

With just a few simple steps this fall, you
can keep your septic system running
smoothly all winter long and avoid

unpleasant surprises when you least
expect them.

Don't wait until your system shows signs
of trouble—schedule your fall septic
inspection with Sim Sanitation today.




