Is Your Septic System Ready for Winter?

Even though Tehachapi isn’t known for harsh winters, we are known for cold nights, temperature swings, and
stretches of below-freezing mornings. Those conditions can still affect how well a septic system performs.
Winter may not bring snowstorms every week, but it does bring enough cold weather that homeowners
should prepare before the season fully settles in. The best way to avoid winter septic headaches is simple:
get ahead of problems while the ground is still easy to work with.

Here’s what every homeowner should know.

Why Winter Prep Still Matters in a Mild-Climate Area Like Tehachapi

Many homeowners assume that only freezing climates need to winterize their septic systems. But according
to the Infiltrator Water Technologies resource center and multiple state environmental health departments,
even mild-winter regions see winter-related septic issues when maintenance has been delayed.
Cold weather can cause several problems:

e Slower bacterial activity - slower breakdown of solids.

e layers of cold, compacted soil » reduced drainage in the drainfield.

e Frozen or shallow pipes - risk of blockage.

e Vacant homes or low water use - increased chance of freezing inside components.
Winter is the season when a small issue becomes a big one because it’'s harder (and more expensive) to fix.

Schedule a Pre-Winter Inspection & Pumping
Before temperatures drop, it’s smart to know the
condition of your septic tank and drainfield.

Why it matters: Tanks with high solids are more
prone to backups in cold weather because the
bacteria slow down when it’'s cold. Pumping and
inspecting before winter gives your system room
to operate efficiently even with holiday guests,
increased dishwashing, and heavier water use.
Good time to pump: If it’'s been 3-5 years, winter is
the ideal time to play it safe.
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Protect Pipes, Risers, & Exposed Components

Any septic part that sits too close to the surface

runs the risk of freezing when temperatures drop

suddenly.

Homeowner Tips:

e Add mulch, dry grass, or straw over shallow
pipes or tank lids. This acts like natural
insulation.

e Checkrisers for cracks or gaps.

e Ensure lids seal tightly so cold air doesn’t get
inside.

e Avoid clearing vegetation too close to the
drainfield—short grass offers no insulation.

Most state septic guides recommend at least 8-12

inches of insulating cover over vulnerable areas.

e Ensure no pipes are exposed to air drafts.

e Consider insulating vulnerable plumbing
sections.

e Never shut the system off completely—septic
systems rely on steady (even small) water flow.

Lack of use in winter is a common cause of pipe

If Your Home Will Be Vacant-Don’t Leave the freezing.

System “Dry”
If the property will be empty, the system needs
special care:

e Run warm water before leaving to help warm Don’t wait for a cold snap to reveal a hidden septic
the system. problem. Get ahead of winter now with a Septic
e Have the tank checked for leaks that could Inspection from Sim Sanitation.
allow cold air inside. We’'ll check your tank, pipes, seals, drainfield, and

overall system health so you can get through the
season with confidence.

Book your inspection today at SimSanitation.com
or Call us to schedule!




