
THE COST OF
MAINTAINING A
SEPTIC SYSTEM:

WHAT YOU NEED
TO KNOW

What Does Septic Maintenance Really
Mean?

When we talk about “septic maintenance,” we’re mainly
talking about:

Routine pumping to remove the buildup of solids
from your tank.
Inspections to make sure everything is flowing,
filtering, and draining the way it should.
Keeping an eye on the drain field, which handles the
liquid that flows out of your tank.

These simple steps help prevent clogs, backups, and
damage to your system — all things you really don’t
want to deal with.

If you’ve got a septic system, you probably know it’s
not something you think about every day — at least
not until something starts to smell funny or a drain
backs up. But here’s the truth: your septic system is

working hard behind the scenes 24/7, and a little
maintenance goes a long way in keeping it that way.

Let’s break down what septic maintenance really
involves, why it matters, and how it helps you avoid

bigger problems (and costs) down the road.

Why It's So Important A Little Maintenance Goes a
Long Way

Your septic system is like a mini
wastewater treatment plant in your
yard. It relies on natural bacteria to
break down waste, and when it’s
working right, it’s out of sight and out
of mind. But when it’s not maintained?
You can end up with:

Wastewater backing up into your
home
Foul smells in your yard or around
your drains
A soggy or flooded yard from a
failing drain field
Contamination of nearby wells or
water sources

Regular maintenance helps you avoid
those headaches and keeps your
system healthy and safe for your
family.

How Often Should You
Maintain It?
This can vary depending on your
household size, water usage, and
the size/type of your system — but
as a general rule:

Have your tank pumped every 3
to 5 years.
Get an inspection at least every 1
to 3 years, especially if you’ve
recently moved into a home and
aren’t sure when it was last
checked.

If you notice slow drains, bad odors,
or soggy spots in your yard — those
are warning signs. Don’t ignore
them. Catching issues early can save
you time, money, and a major mess.

Think of septic maintenance like
getting an oil change for your car.
It’s a small effort that helps prevent
major problems down the road.
Regular service keeps everything
running smoothly and helps you
avoid emergency repairs (which are
never fun — or cheap).

661.823.8442

Simsanitation.com

Common Mistakes That Cost You Later
A lot of septic issues we see could have been avoided with just

a little know-how. Here are a few of the biggest mistakes we

see homeowners make:

Flushing “flushable” wipes — they don’t break down like

toilet paper.

Pouring grease down the drain — it hardens and clogs the

system.

Using harsh chemicals — they kill the helpful bacteria in

your tank.

Driving or parking over the drain field — it compacts the

soil and damages the system.

Being septic-smart with your everyday habits helps extend the

life of your system.

At Sim Sanitation, we’ve been helping families like yours for over 15

years. As a family-owned company, we take pride in doing honest,

reliable work that protects your home and your health. Whether it’s a

simple pump-out or a full system inspection, we’re here to help you

take the guesswork out of septic care.

Need a check-up? Contact us at Sim Sanitation — we’re happy to

answer questions, schedule service, or just help you better understand

your system.


